CHAPTER II

THE BLOOD

Plasma and Corpuscles in the Blood

To the naked eye the blood appears to be a red liquid, but
under the microscope we see that it really consists of a clear
colourless fluid in which are suspended a great number of
small solid bodies. Most of these small bodies are red, and
they give the red colour to the blood. The clear liquid part
of the blood is called the plasma, and the small solid bodies
floating about in it are called the corpuscles.

There are two
kinds of corpuscles,
red and white, the
proportion being
about 500 red cor-
puscles to one
white.
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RED CORPITSCLES (Magnified 1600 times).

Bed Corpuscles
These are usually
described as minute
bi-concave discs.
This means that they are round and flat like a penny, but are
thinner in the middle than at the edge. The diameter of the
disc is 3^1 of an inch, and it is about a quarter of that in
thickness. When viewed under the microscope, they are seen
to have a tendency to run together in rows like a pile of pennies.
Their colour is not a bright red Kke the colour of blood, but
much paler and yellower. A red corpuscle is made of a soft
elastic aad spongy material called stroma, the elasticity of
which enables tie corpuscles to pass through a small blood--
vessel which has a.diameter less than their own. This spongy
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